INTRODUCTION   TO   PART   FIVE
T AWRENCE had regretted going to India directly after it had
JLjbeen decided that he should be sent there, but he had accepted
it because he wanted to be out of the way during the publicity
attending the appearance of the Subscribers* edition of Seven
Pillars of Wisdom^ of Revolt in the Desert and of Graves's book.
On the borders of Waziristan he believed that he was safely out
of the way, and translating Homer, reading John Buchan's
Montrose^ and taking a large share in running the small camp,
he was leading an extremely hard-worked and happy life.
He was once more to be the victim of his own legend. As
early as July 23rd, 1928, an enterprising journalist had been
trying to fasten a story on to his return to the East. The Press
Department at the Air Ministry reported to the Chief of the Air
Staff on that date:
'The New Tork World has had the following jam sub-
mitted to it about the alleged activities of Colonel Lawrence*.
Under the heading:
COLONEL LAWRENCE'S MYSTERIOUS MISSION
NEW AIR FORCE CORPORAL'S LONG TREK THROUGH
NEAR EAST
the article gave a lurid account of how Lawrence, last heard of
in Peshawar, disappeared disguised as an Arab Sheikh and after
travelling through Persia, had made a new agreement with Riza
Khan during the absence of the Soviet diplomats. From Persia
he had gone to Arabia 'where Ibn Saud had become a nuisance*.
He there had detached the Yemen from Italy and had settled a
critical situation at Aden. *Ibn Saud will be dealt with soon.
The whole of British policy is dependent upon the guidance of
this stormy petrel of Arabia.'
The New Tork World honourably preferred truth to sensation
and the article was not published. But towards the end of the
year the westernizing King of Afghanistan, Amanullah, had
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